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Week 9: The Nature(s) of the Son




My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me, from the
words of my groaning?
2 O my God, | cry by day, but you do not
answer,
and by night, but | find no rest.
3 Yet you are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
4 In you our fathers trusted;
they trusted, and you delivered them.

5 To you they cried and were rescued;

in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

6 But | am a worm and not a man,
scorned by mankind and despised by the
people.

7 All who see me mock me;

they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;

8 “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him;
let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”
9 Yet you are he who took me from the womb;

you made me trust you at my mother's breasts.

10 On you was | cast from my birth,

and from my mother's womb you have been my

God.
11 Be not far from me,
for trouble is near,
and there is none to help.
12 Many bulls encompass me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me...

23 You who fear the LORD, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,

and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
24 For he has not despised or abhorred

the affliction of the afflicted,
and he has not hidden his face from him,

but has heard, when he cried to him.
25 From you comes my praise in the
great congregation;

my vows | will perform before those who fear him.
26 The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;

those who seek him shall praise the LORD!

May your hearts live forever!

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the LORD,

and all the families of the nations
shall worship before you.

28 For kingship belongs to the LORD,
and he rules over the nations.

29 All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
even the one who could not keep himself alive.

30 Posterity shall serve him;
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;

31 they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to

a people yet unborn, that he has done it.
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11l. SON OF GOD

D.BEGOTTEN

1. Translational differences
a. John 1:14

i. KIV And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

li. ESV And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son4 from the Father, full of grace and truth.

b. John 1:18

i. KIV No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him.

li. ESV No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him
known.

2. Begotten = Monogenes
a. Being the only one of its kind or class, unique (in kind)
b. Begotten can imply physical replication/starting point




1IV. SON OF MAN

. JESUS’FAVORITE TITLE FORHIMSELF
. Only used of himself

a. Matt 30 times

b. Mark 14 times

c. Luke 25 times

d. John 13 times
. Notable uses in the Gospels

a. Matt 9:6; 10:23; 12:8; Mark 2:10; 13:26; 14:62; Luke 9:22; 12:40; 21:27;
John 1:51; 3:14; 8:28

. Limited use outside of the Gospels
a. Acts 7:56; Heb 2:6; Rev 1:13; 14:14
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Week 10: Early Church Fathers,
Controversies & Councils p. 1



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NdGMXWSkR1A
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1. PERIODS OF CHURCH HISTORY

A. Early Christianity (30—324)
1. Apostolic Age
2. Ante-Nicene Period
B. Late Antiquity (325—590)
1. Nicene Period
a. Marked by the council of Niecae (325)
2. Post-Nicene Period
C. The Medieval Church (590—1517)
D. The Reformation (1517—1648)
E. The Enlightenment Church (1648—1789)
F. The Modern Church (1798—1970)
G. The Post-Modern Church (1970—present)







11.APOSTOLIC FATHERS (A.D. 90-160)
D. CLEMENT OF ROME (LATE FIRST CENT.)

1. Served as the second or third bishop of Rome
(not the Clement mentioned in Phil 4:3)

11. APOSTOLIC FATHERS (A.D. 90-160)
D. CLEMENT OF ROME (LATE FIRST CENT.)

2. Wrote two letters to the church in Corinth (c. A.D. 96)

a. 1 Clement & 2 Clement

b. “For Christ is with those who are humble, not with
those who exalt themselves over his flock. The
majestic scepter of God, our Lord Christ Jesus, did
not come with the pomp of arrogance or pride
(though he could have done so), but in humility, just
as the Holy Spirit spoke concerning him.”

—First Clement of Rome to the Corinthians 16:1-2







I1l. THE APOLOGISTS

D. APOSTLES CREED

1. c. 200 AD

a. Developed around Rome, probably used as a baptismal creed
2. Development

a. Took many forms over the years

b. The current creed developed around the 8th century
3. Creedal emphasizes

a. The Trinity

b. Creation

c. The Incarnation

d. The Holy Spirit

e. The Church

f. The Forgiveness of sins

g. The Christian Hope

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living
£ and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Nicene Creed (325)

We believe in one God, the father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
only begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father, Light of light, Very God
of very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made; who for us men, and for our salvation,
came down from heaven, and was incarnate and was made man; He
suffered, and the third day he rose again, ascended into heaven, from
there He shall come to judge both the quick and the dead; and in the

Holy Spirit.
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111. POST-NICENE PERIOD

B. NESTORIANISM

4. The Council
a. Council of Ephesus (431 AD)

b. Issue: Person of Christ; the union of the human and divine natures in
Christ

i. Nestorious emphasized the division of the two natures of Christ
ii. The human and divine natures were joined, but not merged
(artificially joined)

iii. Jesus was not a "God-man," but a "God-bearing man"

iv. Jesus was the temple in which the Logos dwelled

v. Jesus was the human, and the divine lived in him

vi. Mary should be called Christotokos (Christ-bearer), and NOT
Theotokos (God-bearer)

vii. An eternal God cannot be born from a woman's womb, so Mary
was merely giving birth to the human Jesus




111. POST-NICENE PERIOD

?3
4.

NESTORIANISM
The Council

~ ¢. Response from Cyril

i. Decreed that Jesus was one person, not two separate
people

ii. The Virgin Mary was to be called Theotokos because she
bore and gave birth to God as a man

d. Legacy
i. There remained Nestorian churches (even today).

ii. Not completely conS|dered unorthodox, but
anathematlzed at the r




111. POST-NICENE PERIOD

C. EUTHYCHIANISM

4. The Council
a. Council of Chalcedon (451 AD)
b. Issue: Person of Christ

c. The Council's affirmation

i. Jesus is one Person

ii. His two natures, permanently distinct, human and divine, united in one
person, with each nature performing its own function

ii. Both natures, God and man, are unimpaired, “perfect”

iv. The definition affirmed that the distinct natures are fully God and man,
securing salvation by a saving God and a man identified with humankind
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pretty sure he doesn'’t dress like that.







Chalcedonian Creed (451 A.D)
Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and the
same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God
and truly man, consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one substance with the Father as
regards his Godhead, and at the same time of one substance with us as regards his manhood; like us
in all respects, apart from sin; as regards his Godhead, begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet
as regards his manhood begotten, for us men and for our salvation, of Mary the Virgin, the God-bearer;
one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, recognized in two natures, without confusion,
without change, without division, without separation; the distinction of natures being in no way annulled
by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being preserved and coming together to
form one person and subsistence, not as parted or separated into two persons, but one and the same
Son and Only-begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as the prophets from earliest times
spoke of him, and our Lord Jesus Christ himself taught us, and the creed of the fathers has handed

down to us.
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