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BACKGROUND OF JOHN

‘| feel about John like | feel about my wife; | love her
very much, but | wouldn't claim to understand her.”

—NT Wright



BACKGROUND OF JOHN

Date: 80s-90s
Author: the beloved disciple (John the son of Zebedee)

John isn't named in the Gospel, but is involved in many of the
stories

21: 24-25 (the disciples of the beloved disciple edited these things
together)



BACKGROUND OF JOHN

AUTHOR

21:20-25 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who
also had leaned back against him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is
going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this
man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until | come, what is that to you?
You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was
not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he

remain until | come, what is that to you?”

24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these

things, and we know that his testimony is true.

25 Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be
written, | suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.



BACKGROUND OF JOHN

PURPOSE

20:31 "but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have lite in his
name.”

Read the Gospel and come to faith (or be strengthened)

A polemic to urge followers of John the Baptist that Jesus was the
Messiah



BACKGROUND OF JOHN

AUDIENCE
Jews or Greeks?

He's probably writing for Jews who know their OT very well, but
were influenced by Hellenistic culture



BACKGROUND OF JOHN

ORGANIZATION & STYLE
John tells the story in a layered way, always interpret a passage in
light of where you're at in the story:

1—12 the Book of Signs

Stories organized topically to see how Jesus presented himself in
public ministry

His miracles are only called signs

12—21 the Book of Glory
John wants us to focus on Jesus’ private ministry
Here Jesus prepares for the great sign, which is the cross



BACKGROUND OF JOHN

1—12 THE BOOK OF SIGNS

Number Sign Verses
1 Changing water into wine 2:1-11
2 Healing an official’s son 4:43-54
3 Healing a disabled man at the pool 5:1-15
4 Feeding the 5,000 6:1-14
5 Walking on water 6:16-21
6 Healing a man born blind 9:1-12
7 Raising Lazarus from the dead 11:1-44; 12:18
8 Rising from the dead 20:1-31




1:1-18

A. The Prologue (no other Gospel contains something like this)
1. Ahymn?
B. Thematic Words
1. Life, light (1:4)
2. Witness (1:7)
3. True (being genuine/ultimate) (1:9)
4. World (1:10)
5. Glory/truth (1:14)



FIRST STROPHE 1:1-2 Jesus’ identity with God

I. The definition of Jesus comes from above

. To understand Jesus, you need to understand how he relates
to God

ii. The Gospel closes with Thomas identifying Jesus with God
(20:28)



1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God



SECOND STROPHE 1:3-8 Jesus’ Relationship to Creation
. The Logos (Jewish thinking: the wisdom of God; the mind of
God)

ii. Trinitarian theology (Jesus was with God, but isn’t the same
person)
ii. Creation (Gen 1)

iv. Darkness and Light (Jn. 1:5)



3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the
light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might
believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear

witness about the light.



THIRD STROPHE 1:9-11 The Word Divides Its Audience
I. The word is going to separate the world (rejected/accepted)

ii. Jesus does signs (miracles), and these should dray you to

believe

lii. Those who move towards the light become children of God

iv. Those who stay in the darkness remain children of the deuvil



9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into
the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his

own, and his own people did not receive him



FORTH STROPHE (1:12-18) Jesus is The New Temple
I. He tabernacles amongst the people (1:14)
ii. God doesn’t dwell in temporary houses anymore

lil. To experience Jesus is to experience Yahweh in the flesh



12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not

of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of

God.



14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried
out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks
before me, because he was before me.”) 16 For from his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the

Father's side, he has made him known.



HOMEWORK

Read John 1:1-51

What are all the titles/descriptions given to Jesus?
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Matt. 3:1 ~

matt. 3:1 | "In those days ‘John the
Baptist came preaching in ‘the
wilderness of Judea,
Matt. 3:2 ““Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.”’
Matt. 3:3 FOr this is he who was spoken
of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

m“The voice of one crying in the

wilderness:
n‘Prepare? the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.’”

Matt. 3:4 §| Now John wore °a garment
of camel’s hair and a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was
Plocusts and 9wild honey.
Matt. 3:5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea
and all the region about the Jordan
were going out to him,
Matt. 3:6 and they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, "confessing
their sins.

mark 1:2 | PAs it is written in Isaiah the
prophet,?
¢“Behold, | send my messenger
before your face,
who will prepare your way,
Mark 1:3 “the voice of one crying in the
wilderness:
¢Prepare?® the way of the
Lord,
make his paths straight,
mark 1:4 §] ‘John appeared, baptizing in
9the wilderness and proclaiming "a
baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.
mark 1:5 And all the country of Judea
and all Jerusalem were going out to
him and were being baptized by him
in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins.
mark 1:6 Now John was 'clothed with
camel’s hair and 'wore a leather belt
around his waist and ate Mlocusts

AanA ManlA harmeasg

"

Luke 3:3 And he went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming sa
baptism of repentance tfor the
forgiveness of sins.
Luke 3:4 As it is written in “the book of
the words of Isaiah the prophet,
"The voice of one crying in the
wilderness:
"*Prepare the way of the Lord,’
make his paths straight.
Luke 3:5 “Every valley shall be filled,
Yand every mountain and hill
shall be made low,
Zand the crooked shall become
straight,
and the rough places shall
become level ways,
Luke 3:6 2and all flesh shall see tthe
salvation of God.””




Matt. 3:13 ~

Matt. 3:13 §| “Then Jesus came from
Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be
baptized by him.

Matt. 3:14 "John would have prevented
him, saying, “| need to be baptized
by you, and do you come to me?”
Matt. 3:15 But Jesus answered him,
“Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting
for us to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented.

Matt. 3:16 And when Jesus was
baptized, immediately he went up
from the water, and behold, °the
heavens were opened to him,* and
he psaw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and coming to rest on
him;

Matt. 3:17 and behold, %a voice from
heaven said, “This is my beloved
Son,# with whom | am well pleased.”

E]

Mark 1:9 ~

mark 1:9 ] In those days Jesus scame
from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan.

mark 1:10 And when he came up out of
the water, immediately he ‘saw “the
heavens being torn open Yand the
Spirit descending on him like a dove.
Mark 1:11 And “a voice came from
heaven, *“You are my beloved Son;?
with you | am well pleased.”

Luke 3:21 ~

Luke 3:21 §| Now when all the people
were baptized, and when cJesus also
had been baptized and was praying,
%the heavens were opened,

Luke 3:22 and ¢the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form, like
a dove; and ‘a voice came from
heaven, 9“You are my beloved Son;3
with you | am well pleased.”

Luke 3:23 | Jesus, "when he began his
ministry, was about thirty years of
age, being ‘the son (as was
supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli,




19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I| am not the
Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then”? Are you Elijah?” He
said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”
22 S0 they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23 He said, “| am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.”



Ezekiel 36:25 | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be
clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols | will

cleanse you.



Isaiah 40:1-3 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord's hand
double for all her sins.
3 A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.



29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold,
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of
whom | said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he
was before me.” 31 | myself did not know him, but for this purpose |
came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And
John bore witness: “l saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove,
and it remained on him. 33 | myself did not know him, but he who sent
me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34

And | have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”



Isaiah 11:1-2 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump
of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

2 And the Spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon him,

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the Spirit of counsel and might,

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.



Isaiah 61:1-2 The Spirit of the Lord Gobp is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me

to bring good news to the poor;

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;



35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he
looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw
them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him,
“‘Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them,
“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they
stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who
heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He
first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him
and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which

means Peter).



43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there
is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him,
“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, | saw you.” 49 Nathanael
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus
answered him, “Because | said to you, ‘| saw you under the fig tree,” do you believe? You
will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, you will
see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of

Man.



Daniel 7:13-14 and behold, with the clouds of heaven

there came one like a son of man,

and he came to the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him.

And to him was given dominion
and glory and a kingdom,

that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him;

his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away,

and his kingdom one

that shall not be destroyed.



TITLES FOR JESUS

Jesus Messiah

Lamb of God
Anointed (the Christ)

Baptizer in the Holy Spirit

Son of Joseph
Son of God

Lamb of God King of Israel

Rabbi Son of Man

Teacher



HOMEWORK

Starting in chapter 1, how many “days” has John alluded to?

What might be the significance to this?
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2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and
the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the
wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother
of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to
her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has
not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever

he tells you.”



*First day (1:19-28)

oJohn the Baptist testifies concerning
Jesus

*Second day (1:29-34)
oJohn the Baptist’'s encounter with Jesus
*Third day (1:35-39)

oJohn the Baptist refers two of his
disciples to Jesus

-Fourth day (1:40-42)

oAndrew introduces his brother Peter to
Jesus

*Fifth day (1:43-51)

oPhilip and Nathanael follow Jesus
-Sixth day

oNo information given (Sabbath?)
-Seventh day (2:1-11)

oJesus attends the wedding at
Cana

=New creation happens on the
7th day (Jesus turns water into
wine)



2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and
the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the
wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother
of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to
her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has
not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever

he tells you.”



6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the
jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them,
“Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9
When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not
know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him,
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely,
then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And

his disciples believed in him.



Amos 9:13 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“‘when the plowman shall overtake the reaper and the treader of
grapes him who sows the seed; the mountains shall drip sweet

wine, and all the hills shall flow with it.



12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers
and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and
sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15 And making
a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and
oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned
their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things
away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples

remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”
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18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing
these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple,
and in three days | will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up
in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his
disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed

the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.



Isaiah 56:7 these | will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in
my house of prayer their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted

on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”

Mal 3:1-2 Behold, | send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before
me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says
the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who
can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers’

soap.

(Zech 14:21)



23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many
believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing.
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because
he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about

man, for he himself knew what was in man.



3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that | said to you, “You must be born
again.” 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know

where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”



Ezekiel 36:25-26 | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall
be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols |
will cleanse you. 26 And | will give you a new heart, and a new
spirit | will put within you. And | will remove the heart of stone

from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.



9 Nicodemus said to him, "“How can these things be?” 10 Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not
understand these things”? 11 Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what
we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not
receive our testimony. 12 If | have told you earthly things and you do
not believe, how can you believe if | tell you heavenly things? 13 No
one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever

believes in him may have eternal life.



16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the
light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the
light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be
exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may

be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”



22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean
countryside, and he remained there with them and was
baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim,
because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and

being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison).



25 Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a
Jew over purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him,
‘Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore
witness—Iook, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 27 John
answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given
him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that | said, ‘| am
not the Christ, but | have been sent before him.” 29 The one who has the
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and
hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy

of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but | must decrease.”



31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth
belongs to the earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes
from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he has seen
and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives his
testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God
has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without
measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his
hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does

not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on

him.



